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Located in eastern Romania near the Danube river (10km) and Danube Delta (100km), Macin 
Mountains are considered the oldest mountains in the country, appeared about 300 - 400 million 
years ago. Are part of the same mountain chain with Vosgi mountains and mountains of Scotland, 
which once crossed the continent Europe. 
In 2000 was established Macin Mountains National Park (www.parcmacin.ro), whose admini-
stration has become operational since 2004.  
 
Granite rocks from the massive have local economic importance, many quarries being operated 
by at least 100 years. Moreover, in one of the most important villages on the west of the mountains 
Macin, Greci village, you’ll find the biggest Italian community in Romania, stone workers who moved 
here for granite, almost two hundred years ago. 
 
Because roads and former quarries, natural beauty of the mountains has been profoundly al-
tered in many areas being affected the value of tourism. A lot of broken stone, rusty metal cables 
scattered everywhere, abandoned buildings and many other scraps of human activity in the area, 
creating a dusty and an ruined atmosphere, which is not how to attract any tourist. 
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One of the main valleys of the 
massive, ruined by quarries is 
Morsu valley, located immediately 
east of the village Greci. On this 
valley is the main access trek to 
the highest peak of the massive 
Tzutzuiatu (1-2 hours from Greci 
village). 
 
On both sides of the Morsu 
valley are former stone quarries 
and road transport for trucks, all 
now abandoned. 
 
With approximately 15 years ago, some of these for-
mer granite quarries began to be converted for climbing, by 
a group of local climbers from Galati town, the most impor-
tant city in the area, located approximately 20km north of 
Macin Mountains.  
 
At this time, two former quarries on the valley Morsu were converted into areas for rock climb-
ing, which annually attract tens and hundreds of climbers in the region.  
In addition, there are few other quarries that can be converted in areas of tourist attraction for 
climbing. 
 
To convert a former stone quarry for climbing, must be fulfilled several conditions:  
• The walls of rock resulting from detonations, should be in acceptable condition, clean as 
possible by unstable rocks. The walls should not be friable. However, the climbers will 
regularly clean the wall of rocks that are unstable. 
• Detritus resulting from exploitation, should not block the access to the walls; 
• At the top of the quarry, should not be large blocks of stone, unable to be moved without 
special equipment, which are in unstable equilibrium, and could fall over the climbers from 
the base (an expert should analyze that);  
• The walls should have a significant height (minimum 7-10m) to attract climbers in the 
area. However, a relatively new activity in larger family of climbing sports, which is called 
"bouldering", involves climbing on boulders or small wall height without rope, but with 
some mattress. 
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• The rock walls should provide natu-
ral ways of protection against fal-
ling (cracks for mobile devices) or 
should be bolted with anchors, in 
accordance with international stan-
dards. 
 
In former quarries that meet the above 
items may be arranged climbing routes, with 
the agreement of the owner and if there is a 
climbing community in the area.  
Of course, all routes must be made ac-
cording to international standards, documents 
useful in this regard are found on the website 
of the International Federation of Climbing - 
UIAA (www.uiaa.ch).  
 
 
 
A new life of a former quarry - climbing area 
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The main advantages of 
this transformation:  
 
• Economic benefits lost by 
the local population, who 
worked in former quarries, 
can be partially recovered 
by transforming them into 
tourist attractions, for climb-
ing; 
• Develop a local green 
economy based on activi-
ties that disturb the envi-
ronment too little, insignifi-
cant compared to the old 
quarries;  
• Are reintroduced as tourism attractions, areas otherwise destroyed, which have not many alter-
natives.  
 
Climbing in former quarries is not a specific activity for Macin mountains, being practiced in 
many other countries, for example United Kingdom. 
 
About the author  
Marian Anghel is established in Galati, Romania, professional mountain guide and mountain-
eering instructor for youth. 
He is one of those few who create the first climbing routes 
in Dobrogea area (Macin Mountains and Dobrogea Gorge). 
Since 2001 is member of the board and mountaineering 
committee of Romanian Mountaineering Federation (FRAE). 
In 2006 he became president of the Outdoor Education 
and Culture Association (AECO), an association that promotes 
outdoor activities, as a form of education for children and active 
leisure for adults. 
 
Contact: 
marian.anghel@rucksack.ro 
www.rucksack.ro 
Quarry 3M 
